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plateau of the Deccan, which has a mean elevation of
from 2000 to 3000 feet, with a general incline east-
wards to the Bay of Bengal. The northern scarp of
this extensive tableland is formed by the Amarkantale
Vindhya range, whose secondary sandstone formations
are continued north-eastwards beyond Panna and Eewah
nearly to the Ganges below Benares. Here is the water-1
parting between the streams flowing north to the Ganges
basin and west to the Arabian Sea. The left bank of the
Sone, which joins the Ganges above Patna, is skirted by
the Khaimur range, separated by a broken plateau from
the Panna ridge, which traverses Bundelkhand, and is
noted for the deep gorges and isolated crags on its north-
western slopes.

The steep southern slopes of the Yindhyas present
the aspect of a weather-beaten coast-line, as if the valley
of the ]S[arbada now flowing at their base had once
formed a deep inlet of the sea. This valley is separated
southwards from that of the Tapti River by the parallel
Satpura range, which runs from the classic Amarkantak,
the source of the Narbada, westwards for nearly 600
miles at a mean elevation of 3000 feet, and culminates
with the Pachmarhi hills (4500 feet), rising abruptly
from the Narbada valley at Dhupgarh, east of BetuL

This culminating point of Central India is one of the
most hallowed regions in the Hindu world. Here is the
renowned shrine of Siva, the Mahadeo, or " Great God," a
term sometimes applied to the whole range. The road
from Jilpa, the last village on the plains, lies through a
romantic region that has been vividly described by J.
Forsyth. After crossing the jungle it surmounts the
scarp of the Pachmarhi plateau, which presents the aspect
of a beautiful English landscape; and here, through breaks
in the dense woodlands, a first glimpse is had of three
isolated peaks all aglow in the fiery sunset, and standing